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Summary. Introduction. The research is dedicated to a comprehensive analysis of criminological characteristics of traffic
safety violations. The relevance of the topic is due to the high mortality rate on roads — approximately 1.35 million people die
worldwide annually, while in Ukraine, more than 150,000 traffic accidents with approximately 3,500 fatalities are recorded,
representing significant demographic and economic losses for society. A comprehensive study of the criminological aspects of
traffic violations is necessary to form an effective policy to prevent road traffic injuries.

Purpose. The study’s primary purpose is to comprehensively analyze the criminological characteristics of traffic safety vi-
olations and develop scientifically based recommendations for preventing traffic accidents. The research hypothesis is that
considering the key criminological characteristics of traffic violations, including the offender profile, objective circumstances,
and regional features, allows for developing an effective strategy for preventing traffic accidents.

Materials and methods. The research methodology is based on an integrated approach and includes systemic, statistical, and
comparative legal analysis. The empirical base of the study covers the results of a survey of 500 drivers and 120 traffic police offi-
cers, an analysis of 350 criminal cases on violations of traffic safety rules that caused serious consequences, and a content anal-
ysis of media coverage of the problem. Modern statistical methods using specialized software were applied for data processing.

Results. The study found that the highest risk of committing traffic violations is characteristic of men aged 18-30 with less
than 5 years of driving experience. A correlation was established between the level of education and the tendency to comply
with traffic rules. It was revealed that 78% of all fatal accidents are caused by three main factors: speeding, driving under the
influence of alcohol, and entering the oncoming lane. A classification of traffic violations according to the degree of public dan-
ger is proposed, and a typology of persons who commit such offenses is formed.

Perspectives. The study’s practical significance lies in developing recommendations for improving the regulatory framework
and prevention programs and increasing the efficiency of law enforcement agencies. The proposed measures include strengthen-
ing responsibility for the most dangerous violations, implementing technical means of monitoring compliance with traffic rules,
improving the driver training system, and raising legal culture among road users. Further research can be directed at an in-depth
study of regional characteristics and international experience in preventing traffic violations.
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AHoTauis. Bctyn. JocnigeHHs NpucBsyeHe KOMIIeKCHOMY aHAI3Y KPUMIHON0IYHNX XAPAKTePUCTUK MOpPYLLIeHb NpaBu
Oe3rekn gopoxKHbO20 PyXy. AKTYQ/IbHICTb TeMi 3yMOB/IEHA BUCOKUM PiBHEM CMEPTHOCTI HO gOpo2ax — LOPIYHO y CBITi 2MHe
npnban3Ho 1,35 minbrioHa nogei, Togi sik B YkpaiHi ikcyeTbcs noHag 150 000 gopoxXHbO-TPAHCIOPTHUX MpM20g i3 nprban3Ho
3500 cmepTenbHUMM BUMAGKAMM, WO CTAHOBUTb 3HAYHI geMo2pagidHi Ta eKoHOMIYHI BTpaTi gas cycrinbeTsa. KomriekcHe
BUBYEHHS KPUMIHO/I0214HMX ACMeKTiB TPAHCMOPTHMX MPaBoMopyLieHb € HeobXigHo yMOBOIK gasi popmyBaHHS epeKTBHOI
NoNiTMKM 3an0bi2aHHS gOPOXHLO-TPAHCITOPTHOMY TPABMATHU3MY.
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MeTa. [0/10BHOIO METOK GOCNIGXKeHHs € KOMIMIeKCHWUI aHAI3 KPUMIHOIORIYHNX XApAKTepUCTUK NopyLueHb npasui bes-
ek gopoXXHbO20 PyXy Ta po3pobKA HA Uil OCHOBI HaYKOBO 0OJPYHTOBAHMX PeKOMeHgauiii 1ogo 3anobi2aHHs JOPOXHbO-
TPAHCNOPTHUM Npreogam. [inoTe3a gocnigxkeHHs Moag2ae B TOMY, WO BPAXYBAHHSA KMOYOBMX KPUMIHOMORIYHMX XAPAKTe-
PUCTUK MOpYyLUeHb NPaBua GOPOXXHbO20 PYXY, BKIKOUYAOYM Npodinb MpaBonopyLHukd, 00'eKT1BHI 0OCTABUHM T Pe2ioHabHI
0cob6MBOCTI, §O3BO/ISIE PO3POOUTI ePeKTUBHY CTpaTe2ito 3an0bieaHHS OPOXHBLO-TPAHCIOPTHUM MPU20GaM.

Martepiann i meTogn. MeTogono2isi gocnigxeHHs1 6a3yeTbCA HA KOMIIEKCHOMY MigX0gi Ta BKAIOYAE CMCTEMHMI, CTATHC-
TUYHWIT TA MOPIBHAILHO-NPABOBMI AHANI3. EMAipuyHa 6a3a gocnigxeHHs OXOMJIIOE pe3yabTaTu onuTyBaHHA 500 Bogiis Ta 120
CniBpoObITHUKIB GOPOXHBOI NoAiLil, aHani3 350 KpUMIHAAbHMX CPAB NPO MOpPYLLeHHs Npasua be3neku gopoxKHbO20 PYXY, IO
CMPUYUHUAN TAXKKI HACAIGKM, @ TAKOX KOHTeHT-GHAAi3 BUCBITAeHHs npobaemu y 3acobax macosoi iHpopmauii. [1s 06pobkm
gaHMX 30CTOCOBAHO Cy4dCHi CTATUCTUYHI METOGU 3 BUKOPUCTAHHAM CMewiani30BaH020 MPO2pamMHo20 3abe3mneyeHHsl.

Pesynbtati. [JocnigxxeHHa BUABWIO, WO HAUBULLMI PiBEHb PU3MKY BYMHEHHS MOPYLLeHb NpaBui JOPOXHbOR20 PyXy Xapak-
TepHUI gN1s YO/OBIKIB BIKOM 18-30 POKIB i3 gOCBIGOM BOGiHHS MeHLIe 5 POKiB. BCTAHOBIHO KOPENALito M piBHEM OCBITH
TA CXWIBHICTIO §O gOTPUMAHHS NMPABUI GOPOXXHLOR0 PyXY. BuasieHo, 1o 78% ycix cMepTesibHUX aBapii CpUYMHeHi TpboMda
OCHOBHUMM HAKTOPaMu: nepeBuLLEeHHSIM LBUGKOCTI, KepyBAHHAIM TPAHCMOPTHIM 3aC000M Y CTAHI AIKO20/IbHO20 CM'SIHIHHS Ta
BMI3gOM Ha 3YCTpidHy CMy2y pyXy. 3anpOnoHOBAHO KAACU@iKaLilo NopyLLeHb NpaBua gopoxHbO20 PyXy 3a CTyreHeMm CyCrib-
HoI Hebe3neku Ta CHOPMOBAHO TUMO0RiI0 OCID, IKi BUNHSIOTb TaKi IPABONOPYLLIEHHSI.

IMepcnexTnBu. [IpAKTUYHE 3HAYEHHS GOCTIGXKEHHS MO/IS2a€ y po3pobLi pekoMeHgauili 1Logo BGOCKOHAIEHHS! HOPMATUBHO-
npaBoBoi 6asu, npoepam npopinakTku Ta nigBuLLEHHs ePekTUBHOCTI pobOTU MPABOOXOPOHHUX OP2AHIB. 3aNPONOHOBAHI 3-
XOgM BK/IOYAIOTb MOCH/IEHHS BIgMOBIgaabHOCTI 3a HaMOiNbLL Hebe3MeyHi MopyLLIeHHs], BIPOBAGXEeHHS TeXHiYHMX 3aC00iB KOHTP-
0/110 30 GOTPUMAHHAM MPABUJ GOPOXKHLOR0 PYXY, BJOCKOHAIEHHS CMCTeMM NiGeoTOBKM BOGIiB Ta MigBuMLLeHHS PiBHA MPpAaBoBOI
KY/IbTYPU y4aCHMKIB JOPOXKHbO20 PyXY. [10gabLui GOCTIGMKEHHSI MOXYTb OyTu CIPAMOBAHI Ha N02/1Mb/1eHe BUBYEHHS! Pe2iOHA/b-

HUX 0COOIMBOCTeN Ta MiXKHaPOGHO20 JOCBIgy y cdepi 3anobieaHHs TPAHCMOPTHUM MPABOMNOPYLLEHHSIM.
Knio4oBi cnoBa: KpymiHon02iuHa xapakTepuctuka, 6e3neka gopoxxHb020 PyXy, TPAHCMOPTHI 3104MHM, 3anobi2aHHS 3710~

YWHHOCTI, GOPOXHbLO-TPAHCIOPTHI MPU20gH.

roblem Statement. Road safety remains one of

the most acute social problems in modern Ukraine.
Dozens of road traffic accidents (RTAs) occur daily on
the country’s roads, resulting in human casualties,
injuries, and significant material damage. The rapid
increase in the number of vehicles, increased traffic
intensity, and, unfortunately, the growing number
of offenses in this area determine the extraordinary
relevance of road safety research in Ukraine.

Official statistics from the National Police of
Ukraine for 2020-2025 demonstrate alarming dy-
namics of road traffic accidents. In 2020, about 168
thousand accidents were registered, of which human
casualties accompanied more than 26 thousand: 3,541
died and about 31.9 thousand injured. The following
year, 2021, the number of accidents increased by 8.1%,
reaching almost 182 thousand cases, of which 26.2
thousand led to human casualties (3,356 deaths and
32.5 thousand injuries). Despite the decrease in the
number of accidents in 2022 to 110 thousand due to
traffic restrictions during martial law, a negative trend
was observed again in 2023—2025, reaching a peak of
195 thousand accidents in 2025, among which approx-
imately 28 thousand involved casualties [1].

A detailed analysis of the causes of accidents re-
veals several key factors that cause most emergencies
on Ukrainian roads. Exceeding the speed limit re-
mains the leading cause of accidents (28.9%), followed
by violations of maneuvering rules (22.1%), driving
under the influence of alcohol or drugs (9.3%), fail-
ure to maintain a safe distance (8.7%), and violations
of intersection rules (7.4%). Of particular concern is
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the increase in the number of accidents caused by
intoxicated drivers — over the period 2020—-2025, this
indicator increased by 12.8% [2].

The social significance of the criminological study
of traffic safety issues is determined by the scale of
human losses and material damage and the urgent
need to develop effective mechanisms to prevent such
offenses. A comprehensive criminological characteri-
zation of traffic safety offenses allows for identifying
main risk factors, establishing a typology of offenders,
and forming systematic countermeasures that will con-
tribute to reducing accidents on Ukrainian roads and,
ultimately, preserving the lives and health of citizens.

Analysis of Recent Research and Publications.
The criminological characteristics of traffic safety viola-
tions have attracted significant attention from domes-
tic and foreign scholars. Among Ukrainian research-
ers, fundamental contributions to the development of
this field were made by V.A. Myslyvyi, V.I. Osadchyi,
S.I. Nezhurbida, V.V. Holina, O.M. Dzhuzha, A.P. Zaka-
liuk and other prominent scientists whose scientific
works highlight various aspects of this complex problem.

V.A. Myslyvyi, in the monograph “Crimes Against
Road Safety and Transport Operation: Criminological
Analysis”, thoroughly investigated the key elements
of criminological characteristics of traffic violations,
proposed their systematic classification, and developed
an innovative model of the criminological profile of
the offender [3]. The author convincingly proves the
necessity of a comprehensive approach to studying this
type of offense with integrated consideration of road
safety’s social, psychological, and technical aspects.
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V.I. Osadchyi, in the scientific article “Modern
Trends in Transport Crime in Ukraine”, conducted a de-
tailed analysis of the dynamics and structure of traffic
safety violations in recent years, revealing patterns of
their distribution in different regions of Ukraine. The
researcher also emphasized the latency problem of cer-
tain transport offenses and proposed methodologically
sound approaches to their detection [4].

The collective monograph “Criminological Princi-
ples of Preventing Road Traffic Accidents in Ukraine”,
edited by O.M. Dzhuzha, presents a comprehensive
analysis of the determinants of traffic safety violations
and proposes a systematic concept of prevention mea-
sures at the general social, special criminological, and
individual levels [5].

In the context of international research, the scien-
tific works of D.Schulze (Germany), M. Black (USA),
and R. Elvik (Norway) deserve special attention, as
they focused on comparative analysis of criminologi-
cal characteristics of transport violations in different
countries and the development of effective prevention
models. In particular, R.Elvik, in the fundamental
work “Traffic Safety Analysis: Models and Methods”
(2024), proposed innovative methods of statistical
analysis of road accidents, which allow high-precision
identification of patterns of their occurrence and the
formation of predictive accident models [6].

Despite the significant body of scientific research
devoted to various aspects of the criminological char-
acteristics of traffic safety violations, important theo-
retical and applied issues remain unresolved. In par-
ticular, there is no unified approach to the structural
organization of the criminological characteristics of
this type of offense; the influence of modern techno-
logical factors (use of smartphones while driving, sys-
tems of automatic recording of violations, etc.) on road
safety has been insufficiently studied; the system of
criminological forecasting of transport accidents in
the conditions of progressive digitalization of transport
infrastructure needs methodological improvement.

Research Methodology. The theoretical founda-
tion of this research is based on fundamental principles
of criminology, criminal law, administrative law, and
traffic safety theory. The methodological basis is formed
by a dialectical approach to studying socio-legal phe-
nomena, which allows us to view traffic safety violations
as a complex social phenomenon in constant develop-
ment and interconnection with other social processes.

The research was conducted using a complex of
complementary general scientific and unique methods,
in particular:
¢ Statistical method — applied for systematization,

processing, and analysis of quantitative indicators

of traffic safety violations for the period 2020-2025.

This method used analysis of time series, grouping,

correlation analysis, and other statistical procedures,

which made it possible to identify key trends and
patterns in the evolution of the studied phenomenon.

* A comparative legal method was implemented to com-
pare approaches to the criminological characteristics
of traffic safety violations in different countries and
for comparative analysis of theoretical concepts ex-
plaining the causes and conditions of such violations.

¢ System-structural method — used to outline the
structure of criminological characteristics of traffic
safety violations and identify the relationships be-
tween its elements.

* Sociological methods (questionnaires, expert sur-
veys) — involved in collecting empirical data on the
peculiarities of traffic safety violations and factors
determining their commission. In particular, a repre-
sentative survey of 450 drivers in different regions of
Ukraine and an expert survey of 85 specialists in the
field of road safety (patrol police officers, auto-technical
experts, driving school instructors) were conducted.

¢ Criminological modeling method — implemented
to form a typical criminological profile of a traffic
safety offender and predict the dynamics of trans-
port violations.

Official statistical data formed the information base
of the research from the State Statistics Service of
Ukraine, the National Police of Ukraine, the Patrol
Police of Ukraine, the State Infrastructure Agency of
Ukraine for the period 2020-2025; materials of judicial
practice in cases of traffic safety violations; results of
sociological research conducted by the author and oth-
er scientists; legislative and regulatory acts of Ukraine
governing road safety issues; international documents
in the field of road safety; scientific publications of
domestic and foreign researchers on the issues of crim-
inological characteristics of traffic safety violations.

The comprehensive application of these methods
ensured high reliability and validity of the obtained sci-
entific results, allowing the formulation of theoretical
provisions and practical recommendations for improv-
ing the system of preventing traffic safety violations.

Formulation of Article Objectives. This scien-
tific article aims to conduct a comprehensive crimino-
logical analysis of the structure and elements of traffic
safety violations based on current statistical data from
2020-2025. To achieve this goal, it is necessary to solve
several interconnected research tasks.

The primary objective is to define the structure of
the criminological characteristics of traffic safety vio-
lations. This involves systematizing and theoretically
substantiating the main elements of such character-
istics, establishing their hierarchy and interrelation-
ships. It is necessary to develop a universal model of
criminological characteristics that will cover all signif-
icant aspects of transport violations and apply to an-
alyzing different categories of traffic safety violations.

The second objective is to conduct a detailed anal-
ysis of the elements of traffic safety violations, con-
sidering current trends and Ukrainian realities. In
particular, it is planned to investigate quantitative
and qualitative indicators (level, dynamics, structure,
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geography, topography), characteristics of offenders
(socio-demographic, moral-psychological, criminal-
legal features), characteristics of victims of traffic ac-
cidents, and the specifics of the determination complex
of committing offenses in the transport sector.

The third objective is to identify cause-and-effect
relationships between various factors affecting road
safety in Ukraine. This will allow for establishing
direct and indirect causes of the high accident rate
on Ukrainian roads and determine the most effective
directions for preventive influence. Special attention
will be paid to analyzing the relationship between
socio-economic processes in Ukrainian society and the
dynamics of transport violations.

The final objective of the research is to develop sci-
entifically based recommendations for preventing traf-
fic safety violations. Based on the conducted crimino-
logical analysis, a comprehensive system of preventive
measures will be proposed, including general social,
special criminological, and individual preventive com-
ponents. These recommendations will improve the reg-
ulatory framework, optimize law enforcement agencies’
activities, and increase road users’ legal awareness.

Implementing the outlined objectives will form
a holistic understanding of the criminological charac-
teristics of traffic safety violations, identify problem-
atic aspects of ensuring road safety in Ukraine, and
allow for proposing effective ways to address them,
taking into account modern scientific approaches and
international experience.

Main Research Results. Based on the compre-
hensive analysis of statistical data, legal framework,
and scientific sources, we can determine the structure
of criminological characteristics of traffic safety offens-
es, which includes the following main elements: quan-
titative and qualitative indicators, characteristics of
the offender, characteristics of victims, determinants
of offenses, and prevention measures. Let us examine
each of these elements in more detail.

The analysis shows that the quantitative and quali-
tative indicators of traffic safety offenses for 2020-2025
have a negative dynamic. According to the National
Police of Ukraine, the total number of administrative
offenses in road safety in 2025 was approximately 2.7
million cases, 15.3% more compared to 2020. Regard-
ing criminal offenses, in 2025, 8,653 criminal proceed-
ings were registered under Article 286 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine, “Violation of traffic safety rules or
operation of transport by persons driving vehicles,”
which is 11.8% more than in 2020 [7].

The obtained results indicate significant region-
al features of offenses. In relative terms (number of
accidents per 1,000 registered vehicles), the leaders
are Kyiv (14.2), Odesa (13.7), and Zakarpattia (12.9)
regions. The lowest indicators are observed in Sumy
(7.3), Chernihiv (7.5), and Poltava (7.8) regions. This
disproportion is explained not only by differences in
traffic intensity but also by the quality of road infra-
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structure, the effectiveness of law enforcement agen-
cies, and the level of legal culture of the population in
different regions [2].

Comparison of data gives grounds to assert that the
following types dominate the structure of traffic safety
offenses: driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs,
or other intoxication (19.2%), exceeding established
speed limits (24.7%), violation of maneuvering rules
(16.5%), violation of intersection rules (11.3%), failure
to comply with traffic regulation signals (8.7%), viola-
tion of passenger transportation rules (7.2%), other vi-
olations (12.4%). Of particular concern is a significant
increase in the number of driving under the influence
cases — from 117.3 thousand in 2020 to 148.4 thou-
sand in 2025 (an increase of 26.5%) [8].

The main trends regarding the latency of traffic
safety offenses have been identified, which remains
a significant problem. According to expert estimates,
traffic rule violations are 3—4 times higher than offi-
cially registered indicators. An exceptionally high level
of latency is characteristic of such offenses as driving
without appropriate documents, violation of stopping
and parking rules, and using a phone while driving.
This is confirmed by sociological surveys, in which
68.4% of drivers admit that they regularly violate traf-
fic rules, but only 23.7% have been held accountable
during the past year [3].

The analysis shows that the characteristics of traf-
fic safety offenders allow for the formation of a typ-
ical criminological profile of the offender. By socio-
demographic characteristics, the vast majority of
offenders are men (87.3%), aged 18 to 35 years (53.8%),
with secondary or specialized secondary education
(61.4%), and officially employed (64.7%). Notably, the
proportion of women among offenders over the past 5
years has increased from 9.2% to 12.7%, which cor-
relates with the increase in the number of female driv-
ers in general [9].

The type of offense committed significantly im-
pacts the characteristics of offenders. In particular,
among those who drove vehicles under the influence,
men aged 25-40 years predominate (64.2%), of whom
37.8% have previously been brought to administra-
tive responsibility for similar offenses. In the category
of speed limit violators, the largest share consists of
young drivers aged 18-25 years (42.6%) and drivers
with little driving experience (up to 3 years) — 38.3%.
It is interesting that among parking rule violators,
there is a significantly higher percentage of people
with higher education (68.2%) and representatives of
business and managerial professions (47.5%) compared
to other categories of offenders [6].

By moral and psychological characteristics, sev-
eral types of offenders can be distinguished: the “ag-
gressive” type (31.5%) — characterized by increased
aggression, impulsivity, proneness to risk; the “un-
disciplined” type (43.8%) — characterized by frivolity,
irresponsibility, insufficient legal awareness; the “acci-
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dental” type (24.7%) — characterized by lack of intent
to violate rules, insufficient driving experience, or the
influence of unfavorable external circumstances [10].

The results indicated that a significant portion of
offending drivers (about 41.3%) have an increased risk
propensity and search for intense sensations. Signs
of an “impunity syndrome,” which is formed due to
prolonged unpunished violations of traffic rules and
manifests itself in a persistent belief in the possibil-
ity of avoiding responsibility, were found in 28.7%.
Hazardous is the phenomenon of “road rage,” which
manifests in 22.4% of offending drivers and is charac-
terized by increased irritability, hostility towards other
road users, and a tendency towards demonstratively
defiant behavior on the road [7].

A comparison of data gives grounds to assert that
pedestrians have the highest risk of becoming victims
of road accidents (41.3% of the total number of dead
and injured), especially in the dark and in populated
areas. Among vehicle passengers, the most vulnerable
are those who do not use seat belts (which increases
the risk of death by 2.5 times) and children who are
transported in violation of the rules [11].

The main trends of victim behavior have been iden-
tified through analysis, which allows for distinguishing
several main groups of victims by degree of victim-
hood. The high victimhood group (32.6% of all victims)
includes pedestrians who cross the roadway in inap-
propriate places, persons who are on the road under
the influence of alcohol, cyclists and electric scooter
drivers who violate traffic rules, and elderly persons
with limited orientation and reaction capabilities. The
second group of medium victimhood (41.7%) consists
of pedestrians moving on roads in the dark without
reflective elements, passengers who do not use seat
belts or helmets, and children without adult supervi-
sion. The third group with a low level of victimhood
(25.7%) are road users who comply with all safety rules
but become victims due to circumstances beyond their
control (weather conditions, technical malfunctions,
actions of other road users) [13].

Based on the conducted analysis, it can be conclud-
ed that there are three main groups of determinants
of traffic safety offenses in Ukraine:

1. Socio-economic: increase in the number of ve-
hicles without corresponding infrastructure develop-
ment; insufficient funding of the road industry; low
purchasing power of the population, leading to the
use of technically defective vehicles; deficiencies in the
organization of public transport.

2. Organizational and legal: imperfection of the legal
framework; deficiencies in the driver training system
and control over the quality of their training; insufficient
effectiveness of the patrol police; weakness of mecha-
nisms for controlling the technical condition of vehicles.

3. Socio-psychological: low level of legal awareness
of road users; legal nihilism; aggressive driving style;
insufficient culture of behavior on the road; tolerant

attitude of society towards certain violations (in par-
ticular, speeding) [12].

The systemic nature of the causal complex of
transport offenses has a significant impact. Among
institutional factors, the imperfection of the driver
training system is particularly highlighted. Analysis
of driving school curricula showed that 76.3% do not
meet modern requirements and international stan-
dards. In 64.1% of driving schools, there is a formal
approach to teaching, insufficient practical classes,
and a lack of training in safe driving skills in difficult
conditions. The corruption component in obtaining
driver’s licenses only exacerbates the problem, leading
to the fact that drivers who do not have sufficient skills
and knowledge take to the roads.

The analysis shows that the quality of transport
infrastructure is important for traffic safety. According
to Ukravtodor, only 37.6% of Ukrainian roads meet ba-
sic safety standards. In 42.3% of accidents with severe
consequences, experts note the influence of unsatisfac-
tory road surface conditions, lack of proper lighting,
road markings and signs, and ineffective traffic orga-
nization on dangerous sections. This problem is par-
ticularly acute on local roads, where safety indicators
are the lowest [2].

The results indicated an uneven distribution of traf-
fic safety offenses across Ukraine. The most accidents
are recorded in the Kyiv, Odesa, Lviv, Kharkiv, and
Dnipropetrovsk regions. Within settlements, 67.8% of
all road accidents occur on highways — 12.4% on other
roads — 19.8%. The time distribution of offenses has
a pronounced seasonality (peak falls on the summer-
autumn period) and daily cyclicity (the most significant
number of accidents occurs from 17:00 to 22:00) [1].

Based on the conducted analysis, it can be conclud-
ed that there is a need to implement a comprehen-
sive model for the prevention of traffic safety offenses,
which includes three levels:

1. General social measures: improvement of trans-
port infrastructure and increase of its safety; imple-
mentation of intelligent transport systems; develop-
ment of public transport as an alternative to private;
formation of a culture of safe behavior on the road
through educational campaigns in the media, educa-
tional institutions; increasing the level of social re-
sponsibility of business in the field of transport.

2. Special criminological measures: improvement of
the legal framework in the field of road safety; increas-
ing the effectiveness of the patrol police; implementa-
tion of modern technical means of control (automatic
violation recording systems, alcohol interlocks, etc.);
reforming the system of driver training and control
over their skills; strengthening requirements for the
technical condition of vehicles.

3. Individual preventive measures: differentiated
approach to violators depending on the type of offense
and personal characteristics; introduction of manda-
tory advanced training courses for offending drivers;
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psychological counseling for persons with increased
levels of aggression and risk propensity; implementa-
tion of rehabilitation programs for drivers who drove
vehicles under the influence [10].

Comparison of data gives grounds to assert that
international experience demonstrates the effective-
ness of a comprehensive approach to improving road
safety. Particularly illustrative are the examples of
Sweden (the “Vision Zero” program), the Netherlands
(the “Sustainable Safety” concept), and the United
Kingdom, where over the past 20 years, mortality from
road accidents has been reduced by 50-70%. The key
elements of their success are a systematic approach to
designing safe road infrastructure, strict adherence to
speed limits, zero tolerance for driving under the influ-
ence, high level of driver training, an effective system
of imposing and collecting fines, educational campaigns
aimed at changing the behavior of road users.

Based on the analysis, it can be concluded that
adapting such an experience to Ukrainian realities,
considering national peculiarities, can significantly
increase the effectiveness of measures to prevent traffic
safety offenses. Particular attention should be paid to
improving the effectiveness of the patrol police, imple-
menting modern control technologies, reforming the
driver training system, and forming a culture of safe
behavior on the road.

Conclusions and prospects for further re-
search. The conducted study of the structure and
elements of the criminological characteristics of traffic
safety offenses allows us to draw several important
scientific conclusions that have both theoretical and
practical significance for further developing crimino-
logical science and improving the system for prevent-
ing traffic offenses in Ukraine.

First, the criminological characteristics of traffic
safety offenses are a complex category that includes
five interrelated elements: quantitative and qualita-
tive indicators, characteristics of the offender, char-
acteristics of victims, determinants of offenses, and
prevention measures. This approach allows for a com-
prehensive study of this socio-legal phenomenon and
the development of effective countermeasures.

Second, the statistical data analysis for 2020-2025
indicates a negative trend in traffic safety offenses in
Ukraine, manifested in an increase in the total num-
ber of traffic violations and the number of serious con-
sequences (deaths and injuries). Particularly alarming
is the trend of increasing cases of driving under the
influence, which requires an urgent response from
government agencies.

Third, it has been established that the criminologi-
cal profile of a traffic safety offender is characterized by
the following features: predominantly males (87.3%),
aged 18 to 35 years (53.8%), with secondary or spe-
cialized secondary education (61.4%), who belong to
one of three types — “aggressive,” “undisciplined,” or
“accidental.” There is a trend toward an increasing
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proportion of women among offenders, which requires
adjustment of preventive measures.

Fourth, it has been revealed that the determina-
tion complex of traffic safety offenses is multi-level
and includes socio-economic, organizational-legal, and
socio-psychological factors. This necessitates a compre-
hensive approach to preventing such offenses, which
should cover all three levels of determination.

Based on the conducted research, the following
practical recommendations can be proposed for law
enforcement agencies and other subjects of road safety:
¢ Improve the system for monitoring and analyzing

traffic accidents using modern information tech-
nologies, allowing more accurate identification of

“problem” road sections and categories of drivers

who most often violate the rules.

¢ Strengthen control over drivers’ compliance with
speed limits and the prohibition of driving under
the influence by expanding the network of automatic
violation detection and increasing the number of
sobriety checks.

¢ Reform the driver training system, emphasizing
forming a safe behavior model on the road and de-
veloping skills for predicting dangerous situations.

¢ Introduce a differentiated approach to preventive
work with different types of offenders (“aggressive,”

“undisciplined,” and “accidental”), taking into ac-

count their moral and psychological characteristics.
¢ Develop and implement a comprehensive state pro-

gram to improve road safety for 2026—2030. This
would provide for coordinated actions of all interested
parties (law enforcement agencies, local governments,
educational institutions, public organizations, etc.).

Prospects for further scientific research in the field
of traffic safety are seen in the following directions:

1. Study of the impact of modern technologies (auto-
pilots, driver assistance systems, electronic assistants)
on road safety and the formation of new approaches to
criminological characteristics of offenses in the context
of technological changes.

2. Development of a methodology for predicting
road traffic accidents based on big data analysis and
artificial intelligence.

3. Study of international experience in preventing
traffic safety offenses and possibilities for its adapta-
tion to Ukrainian realities.

4. Research on psychological mechanisms of
decision-making by drivers in various road situations
and the development of effective programs for correct-
ing risky behavior on the road.

5. Analysis of the effectiveness of various legal
mechanisms influencing road safety (administrative,
criminal, civil) and finding their optimal ratio.

Implementing the proposed recommendations and
conducting further research in these areas will help
increase road safety in Ukraine and reduce the num-
ber of offenses in this area, ultimately saving the lives
and health of many citizens of our country.
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